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        A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Police Commissioners Association of 
Connecticut was called to order at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, November 1, 2018 by 
Frank Cipriano, President, at the Orange Police Department, 314 Lambert Road, 
in Orange, Connecticut.  
 
Board Members Present: 
Frank Cipriano, President 
Chip Rubenstein, 1st Vice President 
Dan O’Connor, 2nd Vice President 
Marvin Gelfand, Treasurer 
Jim O’Boyle, Secretary 
Alden Mead 
John Vazzano 
 
Board Members Absent: 
Edwin Farrow 
Sam Bergami 
Jill Marcus 
Susette Tibus 
Chris Carveth 
Mark Grasso 
Roberto Figueroa 
Deborah Wright 
 
Associate Members Present:  
Michael A. Vitello 
DJ Piwowarski 
 
Also Present: 
Executive Secretary Gary Canapinno 
 
Attendance was noted.  
 
President’s Report:  

PCAC President Frank Cipriano noted that it was nice to see the PCAC’s ability to 
recruit new members. He welcomed new Board member John Vazzano, who was 
added to the Board via a unanimous email vote due to the cancellation of the October 
2018 PCAC Board meeting. President Cipriano mentioned that Mr. Vazzano’s 
biography was available to those who wanted to learn more about their new Board 
member.  

http://www.pcact.org/


President Cipriano began a discussion regarding the PCAC’s computer/social media aspects. He 
wanted to see this portion of the PCAC’s business localized into one place, and further stated 
that in the past, the Executive Secretary was in charge of the website and other electronic PCAC 
functions.  

A motion to place all computer-related/social media business under the duties of the 
Executive Secretary was made by PCAC 1st VP Chip Rubenstein and seconded by 2nd VP 
Dan O’Connor. Motion passed unanimously.  

President Cipriano next mentioned that the Distinguished Chiefs Dinner ad books were longer 
and more robust than in previous years. He commended PCAC members Michael A. Vitello and 
DJ Piwowarski for their efforts.  

Discussion included various ideas about future printing efforts, including shifting all printing 
duties to one specific Board position.  

President Cipriano advised that PCAC Associate member Michael A. Vitello was recently 
named as a Police Commissioner for the Town of Monroe. A motion was made to add Mr. 
Vitello to the Board of Directors by PCAC Treasurer Marvin Gelfand and seconded by 
PCAC Secretary Jim O’Boyle. President Cipriano also requested that the present Board 
members included John Vazzano in this vote. Motion passed unanimously as presented.  

1st Vice-President’s Report: 

PCAC 1st Vice President Chip Rubenstein discussed the idea of lowering the cost of PCAC 
dinners/events in order to attract higher attendance. He advised that while the recent 
Distinguished Chiefs Dinner ended with a slight profit, there remains the possibility that a lower 
ticket fee might attract more members and non-members to attend.  

In order to capitalize on a lower-cost event, the PCAC was scheduled to hold a holiday-themed 
event at the Vazzy’s restaurant at the Fairchild wheeler Golf Course in Fairfield. Vazzy’s 
restaurant is owned by new Board member John Vazzano, and he is willing to work with the 
PCAC to offer better event pricing than the organization has received in the past, while 
simultaneously offering the same level of service/food, or even better, than the PCAC has grown 
accustomed to receiving.  

As an example of this new event pricing structure, the holiday party at Vazzy’s was set at $40 
per person, a significant reduction from the usual $55 per person fee that the PCAC has charged 
in the past.  

1st VP Rubenstein next discussed the Officer Assistance Fund. A subcommittee of the PCAC 
board was chosen to manage the Fund, comprised of Board members Rubenstein, O’Boyle, 
Grasso, and Mead.  



1st VP Rubenstein also addressed the cancellation of PCAC Board meetings. It was discussed 
among members present and determined that if a quorum of Board members was willing to 
attend a scheduled Board meeting, even in inclement weather, that all attempts to hold the 
meeting would be made, with cancellation used as an option of ‘last-resort’ only.  

Lastly, 1st VP Rubenstein discussed the need for a stronger effort from Board members in the 
organization of PCAC events. He mentioned that the most recent dinner ad book was short on 
advertisements from two of the towns represented by the police chiefs being honored. 1st VP 
Rubenstein mentioned the difficulty in organizing a large event like a dinner, and that it is simply 
too much responsibility for one or two people to manage, so he is hoping to see other Board 
members and/or Associate members volunteer to assist in future events.  

2nd Vice-President’s Report: 

2nd Vice President Dan O’Connor discussed the Meritorious Service Awards Dinner scheduled 
for the Spring of 2019. He requested that all Board members send submissions for officers to be 
considered for the awards.  

2nd Vice President O’Connor next discussed the status of the PCAC website. He advised the 
Board that there has not been a viable PCAC website for too long of a period, and that the PCAC 
was no longer interested in working with Network Solutions, the website hosting/building 
company that managed the most recent version of the PCAC website.  

Executive Secretary Gary Canapinno displayed for the Board a version of a website he 
constructed using a different website hosting/building company. A motion was made by 2nd 
Vice President O’Connor and seconded by 1st VP Rubenstein to move the PCAC website 
from the ‘old’ version hosted by Network Solutions to the ‘new’ version created by 
Executive Secretary Canapinno and hosted by Wix. Motion passed unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report: 

Treasurer Marvin Gelfand reported that the Distinguished Chiefs Dinner resulted in a profit of 
$665 from ticket sales, and an additional $1,750 from advertisement sales. He further reported an 
overall balance of $20,933.14 in PCAC accounts.  

Treasurer Gelfand next reported that a theft/fraud had occurred regarding PCAC accounts. 
Treasurer Gelfand advised that someone took a blank check from the PCAC checking account 
and cashed it at a local bank in the amount of $4800. Upon noticing the discrepancy, Treasurer 
Gelfand contacted the police and the bank. Investigation determined that the perpetrator was 
someone from the PCAC accounting firm’s cleaning crew. The PCAC is scheduled to receive 
full restitution.  



A motion was made by PCAC Secretary Jim O’Boyle and seconded by 2nd VP Dan 
O’Connor to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Motion passed unanimously.  

Executive Secretary’s Report: 

Executive Secretary Gary Canapinno submitted the minutes from the September 2018 meeting 
for review. 1st VP Rubenstein made a motion to accept the minutes as presented, seconded 
by Secretary O’Boyle. Motion passed unanimously. 

Executive Secretary Canapinno discussed the upcoming PCAC clothing sale. The Board is 
waiting on a sample logo to be delivered by Mar-Len printing in Milford for further discussion.  

Old Business: 

President Cipriano declared a ‘job well done’ on the Distinguished Chiefs Dinner. Further 
discussion included a revival of the gun buyback program and/or a K-9 demonstration. 

New Business: 

None 

Other Business before the Board: 

The next PCAC board meeting was scheduled for the second Thursday in January 2019. 
Commissioner Vitello mentioned that he’d like to see Associate member John Migliaro take a 
larger role within the PCAC. General discussion included the need for a reorganization of the 
Board of Directors for 2019.  

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Secretary O’Boyle and seconded by 
Commissioner Vitello. Motion passed unanimously.  

Meeting adjourned at 745p - 11/1/2018 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Gary Canapinno 
Executive Secretary 
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